
 Remarks, President-Elect Peggy Jackson, June 2, 2019. 

 

 We have four members of the Board who will be leaving. Their terms will be up in 28 

days. But who’s counting? 

To Gail Riley, our president, I want to say, thanks for being our faithful leader. You 

guided us well with your steadfast dedication to Cedar Lane’s vision. Under your leadership 

we dared to embody beloved community more deeply. And thank you for spearheading our 

Strategic Direction #5, which asks us to keep in mind the practical side of our vision/mission: 

the money needed to support it.  

I would also like to thank the other members who are rolling off the Board July 1. 

Rebecca Nachtrieb, our Board Secretary, and two at-large members, Linda Gianessi and 

Wangari Kamau. Each of you served with enthusiasm, thoughtfulness, and, good humor. You 

will be missed. 

As I think about our church year ahead. I know we will have challenges, - the budget 

deficit is surely one of the most serious. And the year ahead will reveal if we have found a way 

to higher ground or if we have to stop and make tough decisions to live within our current 

means.  We will also have opportunities, opportunities to continue doing good work. If you 

are not already part of a Ministry team of Cedar Laners, I invite you to go our website and look 

at the list of more than 30 groups. It’s an interesting and inspiring list. Find your place. 

And when I think of the year ahead, I take great comfort in all of you. We are living in a 

scary political time. Our democratic values are being assaulted and social justice is being 

dismissed as Politically Correct, as if     that’s    a slur. The world needs us and we need each 

other. With our shared values and the passion to fight for them, we are a force. A force for 

change, and an also a force that renews us, that reminds us that we are not alone.  Mr. 

Rogers’s mother told him, that when he sees scary things, look for the helpers. I say, look for 

the kindred spirits. We are here. And I invite us lean in together with a sense of purpose and a 

sense of gladness that we have this place and each other. Thank you.  

 


